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Naturalization Record, October 22nd, 1896 
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On October 22nd, 1896, John B. Zacherle was finally naturalized, meaning that from this day on he was 

an alien any longer, but a full member of the US society with all rights and duties. One the duties was 

to be enrolled, meaning that he was available for military actions from that day on. And yes, we can 

find him in the 1896 Enrollment List from Skagit County. His last name was spelt “Zachaba” by the 

clerk. John was lucky: When World War I – also known as the Great War – broke out, with 46 years 

of age he was obviously considered to be too old to participate in any military action and therefore 

wasn’t enrolled again. 

 

1890 Kitsap County 

A couple of years later, in 1900, he lived as a boarder in Port Madison, Kitsap, Washington. His 

occupation is listed as a cook, which is consistent with what we can learn from the “Okanogan 

Rendezvous”, published by the Okanogan Reunion Committee produced for the Washington 

Centennial in 1989. This is a spiral notebook compilation of family histories from Okanogan, 

Washington, filled with local family histories as well as a section on the history of Okanogan's 

business district. 

 
Source: Enrollment List, Skagit County, 1896 

 
Source: 1900 United States Census, Dog Fish Bay, Port Gamble, 

Port Madison, and Kingston Precincts, Kitsap, Washington 
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1901-1951 Okanogan County 

He married Pauline L., a young woman with the “S/2 Okanogan Tribe” (as stated in the 1911 U.S. 

Indian Census Schedules). 

From here on, John B. Zacherle lived consistently in Okanogan County. Unless… Well, unless the 

1930 Census, according to which he lived – without a family – in Sawyer, Wisconsin, as a retail 

merchant in a general store really lists him and not someone else. 

 

In 1915, he was in contact with Miles Poindexter (1868-1946), attorney, member of Congress from 

Washington State, and diplomat. The so called “Poindexter Files” (Miles Poindexter papers. Special 

Collections, University of Washington Libraries, Seattle, Washington.) lists his file as “Series III: 

John not knowing where to go, drifted around here and there until settling down in Seattle where he 
had a homestead. He heard later on that there was work as a cook in Omak, Washington at St. 
Mary's Mission. He came to Omak got the job and lived at St. Mary's where he met Pauline 
Cleveland (born in 1879), a first grade teacher at the Mission. 
They married in 1901 and lived in a log cabin which they had built near Omak Creek at St. Mary's. 
Later on John left St. Mary' s and found a job as a cook working on a government ditch which they 
dug to irrigate orchards from Concunully to Omak. 
He and Pauline moved to Okanogan, Pauline quitting her job teaching so she could stay home and 
take care of her family, garden and animals. John, having finished his job on the ditch, found 
another job planting apple trees for Boston Heights. When he finished this job, he worked for the 
Great Northern Railroad. He also worked for Biles-Coleman until the early 1930's, then he retired. 
After his retirement John and Pauline and their children moved to Disautel. John passed away at 
age 74 in 1950 from a heart attack, and Pauline passed away at age 89 in 1968 from a stroke. 
 

Source: „Okanogan Rendezvous“ (1989), published by the Okanogan Reunion Committee 

 
 

Source: 1911 U.S. Indian Census Schedule 
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Code Filing System, Department of the Interior (File 4), Correspondence Regarding Office of Indian 

Affairs, Box 77, File 8: Zacherle, John, 1915. This file contains correspondence with the Department of 

the Interior concerning Indian affairs and general land matters. Unfortunately, I have not yet been 

able to get a copy of this file. 

 
Source: Black Robes and Indians on the Last Frontier: A Story of Heroism, O.P. 

Raufer, Sister Maria Ilma, The Bruce Publishing Company, 1966 
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1908, 1911 He lived within the jurisdiction of the Colville Agency, Washington 

(U.S. Indian Census Schedules 1908, 1911) 

1920   He lived in Okanogan, Washington (US Federal Census, 1920) 

1930 He lived in Disautel, Okanogan, Washington (US Federal Census, 1930, 

indexed as Zackerle) 

1935   He lived in Disautel, Okanogan, Washington (US Federal Census, 1940) 

1940   He lived in Disautel, Okanogan, Washington (US Federal Census, 1940) 

1950   The 1950 Census will be released by the National Archives to the 
   general public in April 2022 

 
 

United States Census, 1930, showing a different John Zacherle in Wisconsin 

 
 

United States Census, 1940 

 
 

United States Census, 1920 
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Death in 1951 

On December 8, 1951, John B. Zacherle died in Disautel from a heart attack, 84 years of age. His death 

certificate states that he had been living in the county for 50 years – that’s exactly what we would 

have expected. 

His death certificate also states that his parents name from Germany were Simon Zacherle and 

Watburga Louter (possibly Walburga Lauter, as the name Louter is unknown in Germany, and 

Watburga clearly is a typo). This mentioning of his parents is by far the best clue how to find his 

 
 

Death Certificate. Source: Washington State Department of Health. State Death Records Index, 
1940-1996. Microfilm. Washington State Archives, Olympia, Washington. 
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place of birth! Although I have some Simon Zacherle in my 

family tree, none of them was married to a person named 

Walburga and/or Lauter, none of them had a son which 

could be our John B., and mostly they lived in another time 

or place anyway. 

John B. Zacherle was buried with the help of Precht-

Harrison-Nearents Chapel on December 11, 1951 at the Saint 

Mary Mission Cemetery in Omak. 

 

Afterthought 

In 1855, Pauline must have requested a claim on the account 

of John B. Although I was able to find a reference in the US 

Security Applications and Claim Index, the US 

administration was not able to find the record when I 

requested the Social Security Death Index record from them. 

This is a mystery to me, but then I’m not really familiar 

with the administration issues of these records. Maybe you 

know more? Again, any help is highly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Saint Mary Mission Cemetery Index, 
1900-2002, Office of Secretary of State, 
Washington State Archives, Digital Archives 

 

SSN: 535220166 
Type of claim: Death claim 
Notes: 17 Nov 1955 
Name: listed as John B Zacherle 
Source: US Security Applications and Claim 
Index, 1936-2007 
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A small part of the family tree of John B. Zacherle
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At last: a small request from me to you 

I hope that you have enjoyed reading the biography of John B. Zacherle, who had lived an interesting 

life in interesting times! For me, his biography still is an unfinished business. You ask why? Because 

it is unsatisfying for me not to know the origins of him. For me, it feels as if John B. Zacherle is 

disconnected from his ancestors, fallen out of time and space onto a new continent. The minute he set 

foot on US land, the first record that we have of him was created. Before that, we have nothing, 

absolutely nothing, just empty space. 

You’re as sad about that as I am? Well, maybe you can help, find information about his parents and 

his place of birth and thus re-connect John B. with his ancestors in Germany! How you could do that? 

This is really easy if you live around Omak. All you have to do is to visit one of the following four 

places and ask whether they still have the records that contain the information, and if you get the 

documents, send me a copy. That’s all! It may take you 30 minutes, but it may solve an open question 

that has bothered me for more than 15 years. 

Here’s the four places I am talking about: 

Place Address What to look for 

Precht-

Harrison- 

Nearents 

Chapel 

2547 Elmway 

Okanogan, WA 98840 

http://www.omakfuneral.com 

Phone (509) 422-3333 

Copies of burial or cemetery records from his burial 

at December 11, 1951 

St. Mary's 

Mission 

323 Edmonds St 

Omak, WA 98841 

Phone (509) 826-6401 

Church records of his marriage with Pauline Louie 

(1901), birth of their nine children, his working 

records (1901-1930), his burial record (1951) 

Okanogan 

County 

Courthouse 

149 3rd N; PO Box 72 

Okanogan, WA 98840 

Phone 509–422–7275 

Just ask them if they have any records that could 

help identify John B.’s place of birth 

Catholic 

Diocese 

of Spokane 

525 E Mission Avenue 

Spokane, WA 99202 

Phone (509) 358-7336 

Church records of his marriage with Pauline Louie 

(1901), birth of their nine children, his working 

records (1901-1930), his burial record (1951) 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH IN ADVANCE! 
 

http://www.omakfuneral.com/

